Author-Number System of References

The author-number system, like the MLA and APA styles, uses parenthetical references within
the text. The parenthetical references, however, do not contain an author’s name. References here
appear in Chicago format; MLA and APA do not use this system.

In the author-number system, a numbered bibliography of references, with entries arranged in
alphabetical order or in order of citation in the text (depending on your department style guide),
appears at the end of the paper. The number of each entry in the bibliography should be placed within
square brackets [ ] in the text to indicate the identity of a source. Page numbers, separated from the
source number by a colon, follow when needed (e.g., for a direct quotation). Each entry is listed only
once in the bibliography, but the number for an entry may be used repeatedly in the text.

In-text Citations - examples

Differences of opinion exist about returning to the gold standard. Collins [1] does not believe
that the move would help the economy, while the backers of the idea, such as Kemp [2], see the gold
standard as the key to a stable economy. As Collins puts it, gold is “as beautiful as ever but no cure for
what ails us” [1:19]. Most commentators agree that gold is one of the most secure investments [1:19,
2:32].

References — see the most current edition of the Chicago manual.
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.
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